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strongly urged on Pherozeshah the importance of his presence. The
Madras leader pointed out that the movement was slowly drifting
without proper guidance. Things were not moving in the right direc-
tion ever since the absence of the Father of the Congress, " whose
word was law, and whose expostulations, scolding and even bullying
were accepted as a privilege by the recipients." There was a wide-
spread desire to have a change in the working of the Congress and
in the list of subjects that were annually discussed. It was felt that
the movement had degenerated into an annual occasion for a large
number of speeches on a portentous array of propositions, only a
very few of which were heard of again till the next session of the
Congress. There was also a feeling, he continued, that some sort of
constitution should be given to the movement. The young men were
getting restive and chafing at the bit. All sorts of wild proposals
were being made, and the air was thick with the signs of the storm
that was gathering. The Congress was loudly crying for its old and
trusted leaders.
Pherozeshah obeyed the call and went. Lai Mohan Ghosh, who,
after a brilliant public career, had lived for some years in retire-
ment, had been brought out from his political seclusion and elected
President. His speech from the chair was in print a few days before
the session was to be held, but somehow Pherozeshah did not receive
a copy for some time. He had been told that the President-elect had
in his address mildly chastised some of the older leaders, notably
Pherozeshah himself, for their autocratic exercise of authority over
the Congress. He had warned the young men who aspired to be
leaders, against factions and cliques, and had urged them to be
especially careful that their own acts might not be condemned as
autocratic by the rank and file of the party. They should take care,
he had said, that it might not be said of any of them what Gibbon
had said of one of the Roman Tribunes, that" he spoke the language
of patriots and trod in the footsteps of despots."
When the speech was at length placed in the hands of Pheraee-
shah, he decided upon taking the wind out of the mils of the
President-elect, and took charge of the proposition for electing
him to the chair. After paying a tribute to the great abilities of
Mr. Ghosh, Pherozeshah went on to suggest that he had beconie a